
THE FCAT IS COMINGé. 
THE FCAT IS COMING! 

 

 
What is the FCAT?  

 

It depends to whom you are talking. From a 

purely testing view, the FCAT was designed 

specifically to measure a studentôs 

accomplishment of the Sunshine State 

Standards in mathematics, science, reading and 

writing.  

 

From an academic and administrative view, the 

FCAT determines whether a school is an óAô or 

a óCô school, whether additional funds will be 

awarded to a school and its teachers. It can be 

an affirmation of the dedication and hard work 

of a schoolôs faculty and students.  Our students 

are well-prepared and we expect they will do 

well and make the school and their parents 

proud. 

 

In a completely unscientific poll of our 

students, a picture of the Carrollwood student 

population emerges: 

1% are excited about taking the FCAT 

33% are ready to take the FCAT now 

90% will be ready to take the FCAT 

beginning March 11 

50% are confident that they will do well on 

the FCAT 

100% wish the FCAT was over. 
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From the President  
 

Are you ready for some FCAT? 

It is hard to believe it is FCAT time already!  Our teachers and 

students have been preparing for the test which will begin on 

March 11th.  

 

On February 29th, the PTA hosted a family fun night at Barnes 

& Noble.  The night consisted of the second general PTA 

meeting, a performance by the Carrollwood Bell Ringers, a 

performance by the Creative Chorus, and bedtime stories with 

Mrs. Avery and Ms. Hastings.  Parents were also able to 

purchase books for their child's teacher.  During the PTA 

meeting, a nominating committee was formed and voted on by 

all of the PTA members who attended.  Anne Vickers, Kerri 

Shaw and Sherry Toward were elected for the nominating 

committee and it will be their job to help seat next year's PTA 

board. 

 

Last month, during the regular PTA Board meeting, members 

voted to give a monetary gift to the teachers.  Because of your 

generous donations to the PTA, the teachers were able to 

purchase a poster maker!  This is and will be a very useful gift 

that all of our teachers can enjoy.  Thank you parents! 

 

In closing, I would like to thank Johna Rawls for planning our 

Barnes & Noble night, and Myrah Caya and the Appreciation 

committee for planning the wonderful faculty snacks! 

 

We truly do have wonderful volunteers here at Carrollwood! 

 

Thank you! 

Tiffany Rix 
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Assistant Principal Update  

 

 

Testing season is rapidly approaching, please 
mark your calendars for 3rd, 4th & 5th grade 

FCAT/NRT testing.  Testing  begins on March 

11th and will run through the 21st.  First and 2nd 

grade SAT testing begins on March 26th and ends 
April 4th.  It is very important that students are 

well rested and at school everyday.  Your children 

have been preparing for this all year, let's give 
them the opportunity to SHINE!!!! 

 

I want to take a few moments and thank everyone 

who participated in Parents Night Out in 
February.  It was a HUGE success.  The children 

and teachers had a great time eating pizza, 

playing games and watching a movie. On April 
15th, the teachers are sponsoring another 

wonderful family event, BINGO for The 

American Cancer Society.  There will be a limited 
number of seats.  If you plan to attend make sure 

that you get your reservation in early. Keep your 

eye on the Thursday folder for reservation forms.  

 
Also on May 9th, we will be hosting a 4th & 5th 

graders Night Out.  This will be a time where 

your children will get the chance to hang out and 
relax with friends in a safe and secure 

environment.  We will have many different 

activities scheduled for this evening.  Watch for 
the flyer to come home in April.   

 

I want to remind you that when the teachers are 

doing these events, they are raising money for 
The American Cancer Society.  Several teachers 

and parents will be participating in Relay For Life 

Walk on Friday & Saturday, May 16 & 17 at 
Chamberlain High School.  All are invited to 

attend.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact Ms. Hastings. 

 
 

   Beth Hastings 

Assistant Principal 

 

From the Principal  
 

 

Our fourth graders worked hard on the FCAT Writing and we expect 

that they will do well.  As you know, in March, third, fourth and fifth 

graders will be doing their FCAT testing.  Before Spring Break, our first 

and second graders will be tested on the SAT. 

 

We have great students and we know that they will do well and make us 

all proud.  
 

As I have mentioned in previous newsletters we are having a new 

building built out back for the Parks Department.  This will allow them 

to take additional students for next school year. Be sure and get on their 

waiting list if you are interested.  It is a win-win situation for everyone.  

We can use the building during the day for extra space for programs and 

for testing small groups of students. The construction should start this 

summer and they are telling us they can finish it by fall (okay, I am not 

totally convinced!). 

 

In addition to the new buildings,  we will 
be refurbishing our playgrounds.  We are 

hoping that they will be state of the art 

playgrounds when they are done.  PTA has 

been raising funds for a matching grant 

with the school district and Parks 

Department is adding a nice sum to the 

mix as well. 

 

Parents, if you have kindergarteners coming to Carrollwood Elementary 

in the fall, be sure and register them now.  This year the state class size 

amendment will be in full force and we will not be allowed to go over 

the limit in any class.  The district says when our classes are full, 
children (even living in our neighborhood) will be assigned to other 

schools in the area that have openings. 

 

We are still having trouble out back on Valencia with too much parking. 

The neighborhood continues to complain to the district and to the 

sheriffôs department.  We have been told that next year the Sheriffôs 

department will not supply a crossing guard for us.  They believe that 

most, if not all of the students entering in from the back of the school are 

not true walkers but car riders. They feel that parents will not park out 

there as much if there is no crossing guard.  They are still saying that 

speed bumps and no parking signs will be installed there.  I have been 
asked to notify you in our newsletters that this will be a change for next 

year. 

 

Thanks for all that you do to help your students and our school.  We 

truly appreciate what wonderful parents we have and all the many ways 

you work with us to make Carrollwood Elementary an outstanding 

school. 

 

    Susan Avery 

    Principal 
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Itôs Spring Cleaning Time!  

 

Time to empty those closets and drawers of old things and get ready for summer!  

 

LETôS HAVE  A GARAGE  SALE  
AND THE 5TH  GRADE CLASS WILL  DO ALL  THE WORK  FOR YOU! 

  

Just donate your gently used items and drop them off starting Monday, March 3 at school. 

  

The garage sale will take place on  

Saturday, March 8th at school from 8:00am to 1:00pm 

  

All unsold items will be donated to a local charity at the end of the sale.  

All proceeds from this sale benefit the 5th Grade Banquet and gift to the school. 

  

We are looking for toys, books, childrenôs and baby clothes, household items, bikes and furniture. 

(Large furniture items must be dropped off on the day of the sale by 7:00 am) 
 

Questions?: Contact alenamcglone@hotmail.com or marciachang@verizon.net  

 
 
 
 
 

Butterfly Garden Paver Drive  
 

If you havenôt already taken the opportunity to leave 

your permanent mark at Carrollwood Elementary, 

now is your chance! 

 

You can purchase a large or small paver in the 

butterfly garden engraved with your name or special 

sentiment.   

 

All proceeds go to fund the services and programs of 

the Carrollwood PTA. 

 

Cost $100 Small Paver 

$250 Large Paver 

 

Deadline: March 21, 2008 

 

 
Battle of the 

Books  
 

 

The time is fast approaching.   

 

On Wednesday, April 2nd, our fourth graders will be 

taking the Battle of the Books Qualifying test.  The 

top four scores on this test in each class will deter-

mine the Battle team for the class.  The top 3 scores 

make up the team and the fourth is the alternate.   

 

These teams will then practice and prepare for the 

school Battle on April 17.  The winning team will 

then represent Carrollwood at the District Area Battle 

on May 15 at the Tampa Bay Convention Center.   

 

This is always a fun and exciting time.   

Fourth graders:  you need to read, read, read those 

Battle books! 

 

mailto:alenamcglone@hotmail.com
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SAC UPDATE 

 

 

The SAC loves to promote and support technology 

at Carrollwood.   Here are some great figures to 
show the progress of the entire schoolôs efforts: 

 

33 ELMO/projector systems are in place or 
being delivered now 

14 Teachers have working class websites 

19 other teachers are working with parent team 
members on creating class websites 

 

And what great balance to that technology we have 

with a SAC-sponsored Family Fine Arts Night on 
March 4 at 6pm.  Weôll discuss the benchmarks 

and standards (yes, they exist) for Music, Art and 

Physical Education.  There will be fun hands-on 
artistic activities for the whole family. 

 

Our committee is researching ways to support 

science curriculum at Carrollwood as we strive to 
increase our performance on the science portion of 

the FCAT.   This is the first year that the science 

achievement scores factor in the school grading 
formula, so most schools are placing a new 

emphasis on science testing results. 

 
If you have ideas on this or other curriculum issues,  

please contact a SAC member with your thoughts or 

stop by our meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month at 5pm.  
 

Here are the members of the SAC: 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Continued from the cover 
 

 
Mrs. Powellôs Fifth Grade Students Offer 
Tips on Taking the FCATé. 
 

For the fifth grade students in Mrs. Powellôs class,  the FCAT is the 

ñbig one,ò the mother of all tests.  It is simply that which must be 

gotten through. 

 

This veteran group of test-takers offers sage advice to those taking 

the FCAT for the first time.  David Petrylka and Kyle Mosey 

believe it is important during the reading portion to ñread through 

everything twice.ò Steve Kuntz emphasizes the need to ñgo back 

through the reading selection to find the answers to the question.ò  

Hannah Rashbaum adds that ñit helps to read the questions before 
reading the passage so you can underline the answersò as you find 

them.  Kyle Rochelle reminds everyone that ñif you donôt know the 

answer, make a mark by a question and go back over itò after you 

finish the rest of the test.  Anaya Prado gives great advice with her 

reminder to ñmake sure you know what the question is asking 

before you answer it.ò  It sounds like all these students know a thing 

or two about taking tests! 

 

After polling the class, a small panel met to discuss specific 

preparation for the FCAT. The panel, consisting of Anaya Prado, 

Kyle Rochelle, and KeyAndreô Thompson, recounted their own 
personal regimens for preparing for the FCAT. Anaya and 

KeyAndreô will spend the weekend before the FCAT studying, with 

an emphasis on their weakest subject. They will use on-line sites, 

work problems in the math book, and get help from their parents 

and grandparents.  Kyle reluctantly agreed that he should study the 

weekend before the FCAT, but it remains unclear if he will.  All 

three panel members agreed with Rachel Changôs advice to ñeat a 

good breakfastò the morning of the test; apparently, fruit is the 

breakfast meal of choice, although Kyle admitted that he would 

stick with his regular breakfast of french toaster sticks.  None of our 

panelists will change their bedtime or their usual routine in the days/

nights before the FCAT. 
 

Kate Snellgrove, while offering no personal advice to her sister 

Lindsey, in Mrs. Moreôs fourth grade class, reminds everyone, 

ñDonôt be nervous. Take your time.ò Rachel Silva, a fourth grader 

in Mrs. Collarôs class, expressed these same sentiments when asked 

how she planned to stay calm during the test: ñIôm going to repeat to 

myself,ô Iôll be fine, Iôll be fineô while the test is handed out.  When 

I take it, Iôm going to take my time and make sure I go over it when 

Iôm done.ò 

 

Seems to me that the students at Carrollwood Elementary are more 
than ready and able to meet the FCAT head-on. 

 

 

Nancy Silva 
PTA Reporter-at-Large 
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Curtis Moreau Savita Gooding 

Laura LoPresti JoAnne MacAdam 

Daoud Georgis Kathy Tyler 

Marcy Weber Susan Groves 

Heather Wakefield Kyla Burd 

Brita Wilkins-Lincoln Melinda Ring 

Anne Vickers Susan Avery 

Kelly Knetsch Beth Hastings 




