
Nine Week  
Award Celebrations  

 
This academic program began last year and 

has become a staple in the schoolôs curriculum 

every nine weeks. This program is heavily 

sponsored by the Carrollwood PTA, Craig 

Duncan at First Security Mortgage and the 

Carrollwood Elementary SAC. Without this 

kind of support, this program would not exist. 

Students receive certificates for being 

outstanding citizens or having perfect 

attendance for the first nine weeks of school.  

 

At grades 3-5, students also receive lanyards 

and pins for outstanding achievement in 

reading, writing, mathematics and 5th grade 

science as well as Honor Roll and Principal 

Awards. Each grade level team developed 

specific criteria for the reading, writing, math 

and 5th grade science awards.  Students 

receiving honor roll obtained all Aôs and Bôs 

and had no more than one behavior indicator 

on their Progress Report. Students receiving 

the Principal Honor Roll obtained all Aôs and 

no behavior indicators on their Progress 

Report.  

 

Check out student and teacher quotes about 

the program on page 4. 

 

 Kerri Shaw 

 Nine Week Celebration Co-Chair 
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From the President  
 

Happy New Year!  

 

It is hard to believe that we are already starting the second 

month of 2008.   My,  how time flies!  Before the break, the 

PTA hosted the second annual Holiday Gift Market. The 

children greatly enjoyed picking out gifts for their families and I 

hope that this service was able to create wonderful memories for 

you and your child. 

 

The Box Top program has generated a lot of hype with the 

Football Challenge. I am simply amazed at how many box tops 

the students have been bringing in!  

 

The annual Carrollwood Walkathon was also a huge success! 

We were able to raise enough money to support our current 

PTA programs and to put some money towards the playground 

fund.  The recycling program is going strong, as we have 

already filled three dumpsters of paper, magazines, and phone 

books! Without the support from our Carrollwood families, 

none of these programs would have been possible... Thank you! 

 

In closing, I would like to extend a special thanks to Kim 

Griffin and Diane Feuerdhardt for hosting a wonderful Holiday 

Gift Market, Laura LoPresti and the Box Top Coaches for an 

exciting Football Challenge, Chris Conn for her dedication to 

the "Owls", and Michelle Garcia for her continued support in 

the recycling program, Myrah Caya, Joanna Kelly and Lisa 

Weiss for hosting and planning an exciting Walkathon; and to 

all of our many volunteers who have given their time to make  

our PTA such a huge success! Thank you! 

  

  Tiffany Rix 

 PTA President 

  

  

ñWe are very proud of every student that earns 

an award.  And thank you to all of the parents 

of these students as well. We know you have a 

lot to do with their success!ò 

        Susan Avery 
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SAC Update  

The SAC presents an ongoing series of parent/

family programs designed with the goal of 

increasing student achievement at our school. 

These events are intended to guide parents by 

providing useful information on how to interact 

and support their children in the key academic 

areas.  

 

Family Science Night on October 23 was 

heavily attended by both parents and students 

who had a fun time going through the steps of 

creating a mock science project.  

 

Family Reading Night on January 22 was 

presented by the county óSERVEô training 

staff and focused on parental strategies to 

increase the reading skills of students.  

 

Tuesday, March 4 will be Family Fine Arts 

Night. We will have interactive stations 

highlighting music, art and fitness curriculum 

where parents and students can explore and 

appreciate the benefits of these special 

programs at Carrollwood.  

 

This month, the SAC begins to assess the 

academic progress of our students by reviewing 

assessment data, with the goal of supporting the 

teachers and their School Improvement Plan (SIP) 

strategies before testing in March and April.  

 

Our faculty is continually reviewing individual 

student progress through their Professional 

Learning Community meetings, and making mid-

year adjustments where necessary. The 

individualized and differentiated instruction of 

our students is a key focus for our faculty in all 

academic areas.  

 

SAC meetings are held monthly on the second 

Tuesday of the month at 5pm in the Media 

Center. We welcome the public to attend and see 

what we are all about.  

 

Anne Vickers  

SAC Chair 

 

From the Principal  
 
Dear Parents, 

 

Everyone has settled back in and this is a very serious 

concentration of teaching time to get ready for FCAT which is 

coming in February for 4th grade writing and March for third, 

fourth, and fifth grades in reading and  math and science for 5th. 

 

We had many, many perfect attendance awards at our 9 week 

celebrations.  We are very close to meeting our goal.  For three 

months out of the four months we have been in school we have 

met the goal of 96% attendance. Children who come to school 

regularly do better in school.  Thanks for your help with this. 

 

In January we hosted all of the area IV Principals for a half day 

meeting.  We will host the Assistant Principals in February.  A big 

thank you to Jim Hinds the manager of IHOP who provided 

pancakes and sausage for both meetings. 

 

We had a great Walk-a ïThon.  The children loved it. 

 

We are going to have a new building built on our property.  This 

building will be for the Parks Department to use for after school 

and summer care of students.  After the building is completed the 

Parks Department will be able to raise up the number of students 

that they take.  During the day the school will be able to use the 

building which will give us space for small group testing and 

other uses.  Part of this project also includes bathrooms and water 

fountains out by the Pavilion and playground renovation. 

 

    Susan Avery 

    Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
Carrollwood Elementary PTA  

2008 Golf Tournament  
Heritage Harbor Golf & Country Club  

Saturday, April 26, 2008  
1:00pm Shotgun  

 

 

Mark your calendars for this family friendly event!  
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TESTING INFORMATION 
 

Testing season is just around the corner! Our 4th graders will be the first students to take a state test.  On February 12th and 

13th, the students will be taking the FCAT Writes. During this test, the boys and girls will have 45 minutes to write either a 

narrative or expository paper. Then on the following day, they will take a multiple choice test about writing conventions.  

 

FCAT/NRT will begin on Tuesday, March 11th and run through Friday, March 21st.  All 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students will take 

the FCAT/NRT portion of Reading and Math. Our 5th graders will also take a Science portion during this testing window. It is 

very important that you have your children at school on time every day.  

 

Please remember the FCAT is written based on our Sunshine State Standards.  These standards are taught daily in your childôs 

class through our regular curriculum.  An important note to remember is that the daily curriculum is our Sunshine State 

Standards.  Over the next few weeks your child will be learning strategies to be a better test taker and not have test anxiety.   

 

There are a few key points to remember during testing season:  

 

Make sure to have your child at school every day. If they arenôt at school they cannot be prepared for the test.  

Give encouragement to your child daily. This will help build their self confidence so they will try harder.  

Make sure your child has a good breakfast and enough sleep daily. This helps to rejuvenate them so they are 

ready to learn.  

Let them know that you love them and that you are very proud of them daily.  

 

Important Testing Dates to Remember:  

 

Tuesday & Wednesday, February 12th & 13th ï 4th Graders take FCAT Writing 

Tuesday, March 11th ï13th ï 3rd, 4th & 5th Graders take FCAT Reading & Math  

Monday, March 17th & 18th ï 5th Graders take FCAT Science  

Wednesday, March 19th & 20th ï 3rd, 4th & 5th Graders take NRT Reading & Math     

 

 

 

 
Wondering how political and legislative 

issues affect your childôs education? 

 

Check out the Florida PTA Legislative 

Resources at 

 

www.floridapta.org/legislation.htm  

 

   Parentôs Night Out 
   Friday, February 15 

   6-9pm 
 

Carrollwood Elementary teachers and staff will be 

hosting another Parentôs Night Out. 

 

This is open to Carrollwood students in grades K-5.  

The cost for the evening is $10 per child.  All pro-

ceeds will go towards Carrollwoodôs Relay team in 

the American Cancer Society Relay for Life Walk in 

May. 

 

Get more information or reserve your childôs spot via 

http://www.floridapta.org/legislation.htm
http://www.floridapta.org/legislation.htm


 
Science Fair Results  

 
Once again Carrollwood students, parents, and teachers have 

produced another successful Science Fair by using teamwork! 

Carrollwood is very proud of all our students who participated in 

the Science Fair.   The following students will move on to represent 

Carrollwood at the Sun Dome on February 20 and 21, 2008: 

 

Individual Projects:  

Mitchell Thrower-"The Fastest Baseball" 

Bricson Lineras-"The Super Soaker Cotton Ball Challenge" 

Emily Powell-"Seeds Grow-UV Shows" 

Maggie Parrish-"Which Plane Has More Lift?" 

Jasmine Caya-"Fertilizer-Does It Make Your Garden Grow?" 

Emma Sargent-"How much FRUITY DNA can be extracted from 

different kinds of fruits?" 

Rachel Chang-"May The Force Be With You" 

Taryn Watford-"Pour Some pH" 

Justin Lenz-" Where is the pH level of a local lake closest to neutral?" 

 

Small Group Projects: 

"H2O to Go"-Grant Morrison and Alex Rocha 

"Ice Ice Baby"- Will Shidler and Sydney Brown 

"What's with Evaporation"-Brooke Peterson and Haley Kirkpatrick 

"What's Up With Plant Food?"-Cody Hicks and Jonathan Shaw 

Class Projects: 

"Cleaning Spills" - 

Mrs.Wessman's Class  

òNo Beans About It" -   

Mrs. Ring's Class 

"Brain Power AM -PM"-  

Mrs. Spinosa's Class  

"A Rose is a Rose... !" -  

Mrs. Groves' Class 

A BIG thank you goes out to Mr. Zanatian and Mrs. Wilson for 

allowing their students from Chamberlain to judge our projects. They 

did an awesome job! 

 

Comments about Nine Weeks  
 Celebration Awards:  

 
�³�7�K�H���D�Z�D�U�G�V���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���L�V���D�Z�H�V�R�P�H�����W�K�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���´�� 
   �± Mikey Taylor 

 
�³�7�K�H���D�Z�D�U�G�V���P�D�N�H���P�H���Z�R�U�N���K�D�U�G���W�R���V�X�F�F�H�H�G���W�R��
�H�D�U�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S���K�R�Q�R�U�V���´�� 
 
  �± Ivonne Polanco 

 
�³�7�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���V�D�L�G���W�K�H�\���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H��
time and work PTA puts into the 
ceremony.  We are as proud as the parents 
�Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���Q�D�P�H�V���D�U�H���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G��  It is 
very rewarding watching their faces light up 
when their names are announced.  It is a great 
�P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�R�U���D�Q�G���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I���S�U�L�G�H���´�� 
 
 �± Mrs. Steele and Ms. Strawser 

 
�³�<�R�X���I�H�H�O���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���J�R���X�S���R�Q���W�K�H��
�V�W�D�J�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H���´�� 
  
   �± Marvin Beekman 

 
�³�7�K�H���D�Z�D�U�G�V���P�D�N�H���P�H���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���G�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���,��
�I�H�H�O���S�U�R�X�G���R�I���Z�K�D�W���,�¶�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���´�� 
 
   �± Stacey Mavros 
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