
Itôs time for the annual Carrollwood Elementary  

Walk A Thon  
January 18, 2008 

 
This year, the Carrollwood Owls are going to ñBe Hip-

Walk to Get Fit!ò as we raise money for our school. 

 

Our school goal is $10,000.  

If we reach our goal, weôll sponsor the 6th annual Crazy 

Hair Day! 

 

Weôve got fun and exciting incentives for all participants. 

Check it out:  

All students will receive a shining star for each lap        

        completed! 

Raise $10 and receive a surprise for your workout! 

Raise $50 and receive a filled souvenir water bottle 

with the Hootie Logo to keep you hydrated as you 

walk around the track! 

Raise $100 and receive a drawstring sports bag with 

the Hootie logo to carry your sports gear. 

Raise $150 and enjoy a ñFun, Fit Dayò at the park 

including lunch, games, and a special treat. 
 

Classes will be training for the big event. The classes, by 

grade level, with the most warm-up laps will win a class 

party! 

 

This will be a heart-pumping day loaded with loud music 

and fast feet. Parents are invited to attend and cheer on 

their Hip, Fit Walker. Show your support by creating a 

banner for your walker.  Students, start walking to ask 

your family, friends and neighbors to sponsor you as you 

ñBe Hip-Walk to get Fit!ò  

 
The Walk A Thon pep rally kick-off will be held on 

Wednesday, January 9, 2008 where the heart-pumping fun 

will start with the Chamberlain Chiefettes and Drum Line. 

 

Joanna Kelly 

WalkAThon Chair 
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From the President 
It is hard to believe that the holiday season is upon us.  

As we begin to wind down the 2nd nine weeks, I would 
like to thank the many volunteers whom have made our 

year a success thus far!  Without volunteers like you, 

NONE of the programs we offer would be possible. 

 

Upon returning in January the PTA will be hosting our 

Annual Walkathon.  Joanna Kelly and her crew are hard 

at work planning an exciting event that will center on 

"Getting Fit".  Our hope for this yearôs event is to raise 

enough money to begin refurbishing our school's 

playground!  As always, watch the Thursday folder for 

more information.  
 

I would like to extend a special thank you to: 

Kerri Shaw, Lara Duncan and their committee for 

all of the their hard work in putting together the 9 

Weeks Celebration.  

Laura LoPresti for her endless hours counting all the 

box tops!   

Shannon Norden and Johna Rawls for planning a 

fun and exciting Chuck E Cheese night.   

Melissa Ransdell, Julie Linton, and Jan Barkett for 

putting together an informative Ophelia Night.    

Myrah Caya, Maia Chrisman and Mandee Benton 

for feeding the teachers during a faculty meeting,   

Emilia Sargent for a wonderful Battle of the Books 

"tasting".   

Liisa and Matt DiTarando for planning a super, fun 

Bingo Night.   

Kim Griffin and Diane Feuerhardt for hosting an 

exciting Holiday Gift Market!   

Laura Lubinski for organizing the sale of spirit 

shirts and Carrollwood jackets. 

These parents have gone above and beyond to make sure 

that our children experience the BEST while learning! 

 

In closing, I would like to wish each and every one of 
you a wonderful Holiday Season.  There truly is nothing 

better than seeing the excitement of  the season in your 

child's eyes! 

Enjoy! 

 

Tiffany Rix 

PTA President 
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From the Principal  

 
 
Dear Parents, 

 

First of all I want to thank you for buying items from our 

catalogue fundraiser sale. We are going to be able to 

purchase seven more Elmos for our teachers.  The teachers 

all want their Elmos so this will be a great addition to our 

Elmo collection. 

 

Next I want to thank all of the many parents that were able 

to attend our nine week award celebration.  Many of our 
children received awards for their outstanding academic 

achievement or for good citizenship or attendance.  Thank 

you parents for working with your children every day to 

help in these areas. 

 

We are continuing to do well on our attendance.  As the days 

get cooler and the holidays approach our attendance usually 

drops.  Please try and get your children to school every day 

unless they are sick. We have a big goal of 96% attendance 

at school every day.  So far for the first three months of 

school we have made our goal.  Much research is connected 

to outstanding school progress for children who have 
excellent attendance. 

 

Our first family night for science went very well and we had 

a great turnout.  We will be having other family nights this 

year as well. 

 

Our All Pro Dadôs club had a great first and second meeting. 

Thanks to all you Dads for coming out to have dinner with 

your children.  (And thanks to all the moms that are helping 

us with this as well!) 

 
We wish you all a wonderful holiday season with your 

families. 

 

    Susan Avery 

                 Principal 
 

 

 

 

Dads DO Matter!  
 

There always seems to be a story in the news about the     
critical role fathers play in their childôs education; but does 

anyone know WHY the involvement of fathers is critical?  

Researchers from the US Department of Education and the 

National Center for Education Statistics have a very good idea 

about the importance of fathers.   Drawing on 30 years of 

research and current data, researchers found that regardless of       

socioeconomic level, race, or whether the father lives in the 

same house with the child (i.e. divorced), Dads Do Matter. The 

most recent research indicates:  

  

Children with involved fathers display: 

Greater empathy 

More awareness of the needs and rights of others 

Higher self-esteem 

More self-control and less impulsive behavior 

More success in their careers later in life 

Children who grow up with involved fathers demonstrate: 

Increased problem-solving abilities 

Less hesitance and fear in new situations 

Greater tolerance for stress and frustration 

More interest in their education 

Lower rates of teen violence, delinquency, and 

other problems with the law 

Father involvement increases learning capacity 

of children, this translates to: 

Higher grades 

Higher verbal skills 

Higher scores on assessments of cognitive          

competence 

Less likely to repeat a grade 

More likely to attend vocational school or college 

 

It would seem that the fathers of Carrollwood students have 

taken these findings to heart.  ñAmazingò is the only word that 

comes to mind when I think about Carrollwood Dads. The 

response to our Dinner with Dad Program has been         

tremendous. Our first event was attended by more than 250 

Dads and their children. In November our Pizza and Bingo 

night drew in a crowd of 200. Congratulations to Tyla Burden 
the winner of our Bingo Grand Prizeé..4 Park Hopper tickets 

to Disney World! 

 

We will not be having an All Pro Dads event in December but 

we look forward to seeing even more Dads 

in 2008! 

 

     

Liisa DiTarando    

All Pro Dads Chair 



 

BOX TOPS NEWS 
 

 

The Box Top Football Challenge is underway.  This is a 
head to head contest where classes are competing to see 

who can collect the most Box Tops and score the most 

touchdowns!  Each class has chosen a team name and 

their class football is moving down the football field based 

on the number of Box Tops they have turned in.  Each 

time a classôs football reaches the end zone (100 box 

tops), that class earns 7 points.  The winner will be the 

class with the highest score on January 25th.  Please help 

your childôs class, by clipping Box Tops each week and 

sending them in a Ziploc bag to your childôs teacher.  As a 

class, they will attach the Box Tops to their football 

collection sheets each week and turn them in so that their 
football will move down the field and they will score 

more touchdowns! The students are excited about the 

challenge and we hope it will be a fun and easy way for 

the students to help earn money for our school simply by 

clipping Box Tops! 

 

As you are clipping Box Tops, donôt forgeté every time 

you purchase a Box Tops product from Publix, remember 

to not only clip the Box Top, but also clip the UPC 

barcode!  Store the UPC barcodes in a separate Ziploc 

bag.  Publix, historically, has run a second UPC barcode 
promotion in January.  If we are clipping the UPC 

barcodes, as well as the Box Tops until then, weôll be 

more than ready for the next Publix UPC barcode 

promotion!  For every 12 UPC barcodes you submit 

during their promotion, youôll receive a certificate from 

Publix for 100 Bonus BTs! 

 

Also, as you are doing your holiday shopping, remember 

that many of your favorite on-line stores will donate up to 

8% of your purchase to our school, at no additional cost to 

you.  Simply start every on-line shopping trip at 

www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace.  Make it even 
easier, by adding the Box Tops Marketplace website to 

your ñFavoritesò list on your web browser.  Youôll be 

taking care of your holiday shopping and earning money 

for Carrollwood Elementary all at the same time! 

 

Thank you for your continued support of this fun and 

worthwhile program.  Please contact me if you have any 

questions. 

 

Happy Clipping! 

 
Laura LoPresti 

Box Tops Coordinator  
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Media Center News  

 

Scholastic Book Fair December 3 - 7 

Location: Media Center 

Time: Open daily 

Event: Open on the night of the Winter Concert December 6 

Please contact Mr. Milburn if you would be willing to 

volunteer during the day or on the evening of the concert. 

 

 

Carrollwood's first ever óTaste of the Battleô was 

a HUGE Success! 

On Friday November 16 fourth grade students participated in 

the Taste of the Battle.  This exciting event was planned and 

organized by our Media Specialist, Mr. Milburn and our PTA 

Battle Chair, Emilia Sargent.  But, it was not without help 

from our fourth grade teachers, administration, reading coach,  

custodians and some very creative parents.  Each of the 18 

Battle Books was represented by a booth created by one of our              

volunteers.  At each booth students received a quick "book 

talk" to give them a "taste" of that book, and they sampled a 

food item ("taste") that connected to the book as 

well.  Everyone had a great time. But, best of all, reading was 

celebrated! 

 

John Milburn 

Media Specialist 

 

Holiday Concert  
December 6,  6:30pm  

Outside At Carrollwood Elementary  
 
The Holiday concert for Carrollwood Elementary will include 
the 4th & 5th Grade Chorus, Creative Chorus, Show Stoppers, 

Handbells and Orchestra.    

 

Chorus and Orchestra students are asked to dress in festive 

holiday attire.  Orchestra should arrive at 5:45/Chorus at 6:00. 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace


Florida PTA 84th Annual  

Convention Recap  
 

The Carrollwood PTA sent one delegate to the annual convention held in Daytona Beach this year. As the business meeting 

for the Florida PTA, the delegates are charged with voting on the Florida PTAôs Legislative Platform for the upcoming year.  
While a majority of the items were carried over from prior years,  this year we did vote on a measure that will ensure that the 

children who find themselves in family court will have the advantages of legal council (in addition to the appointed Guardian 

at Litem).  Legal Council is available for the parents and the State but is not always court ordered for the children.  The Florida 

PTA will be urging the state legislature to move to properly fund a program that can be a childôs only voice when it matters 

the most.  The complete text of this resolution as amended as well as the other priority items that are at the forefront of our 

legislative agenda is available at www.floridapta.org under the legislation category.  

 

If you have not done so, now is the time to sign up for CapWiz before the start of the next legislation session. This advocacy 

tool will alert you when your involvement can make a critical difference. Just go to Floridapta.org under legislation and look 

for the CapWiz.   

          Curtis Moreau 
          PTA Delegate 
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 5th Grade Fundraisers 
 

 

Thank you to all the students and parents 
that helped support our first 5th Grade 

Fundraiser by buying a ticket for Hat Day.  

 

Every year our 5th Graders raise money for 
their end of the year banquet and for their 

gift to the school. We will be having Fun 

Fridays about every other week to help raise 
money for our 5th graders. We kicked off 

our Fun Fridays with Hat Day.  On 

November 30, we had Wear your Favorite 
Team Jersey Day. 

 

In December we will be selling Smencils. 

What are Smencils, you ask? Smencils are 
pencils made out of recycled newspaper that 

come in all different scents, like grape, root 

beer, cotton candy and many more scents. 
So keep your eyes out for more Fun Fridays 

and thank you for supporting our 5th 

Graders. 

 
Alena McGlone 

5th Grade Banquet 

 
SAC Update  

 

A major goal of the SAC is to support the use of technology at our 
school.  To this end, the committee has supported the Parent-Teacher 
Class Website Team Project.  This project pairs a parent with each 
teacher to create and maintain a class website.  In the month of 
October, 33 teachers attended a óCreation Workshopô where they 

started the design of their sites.  Armed with tools and ideas, the 
teacher-parent teams are working on their sites now and hope to go 
live early in 2008. 
 
SAC voted to fund a ñTechnology Leaderò stipend for a faculty 
member.   We are very happy that Mr. Brian Cunningham has 
accepted this position.  He will maintain the school website (separate 
from the PTA website) and support the teachers in the structure of 

their class websites. 
 
In addition, SAC also voted to purchase 2 Elmo Projectors to support 
the school drive for every teacher to receive an Elmo Projector. 
 
Finally, SAC voted to fund a portion of the 9 Week Celebration 
program, where students in grades 3 through 5 receive a lanyard and 
pins for achievement in attendance, citizenship and academic goals.  
These awards include Honor Roll and Principalôs Honor Roll, which 

are elite awards that motivate our top students to achieve their highest 
potential. 
 
January 22, 2008 will be Family Reading Night.  Come join us and 
learn how you can most effectively support your child in their reading 
efforts. 
 
SAC meetings are held monthly on the second Tuesday of the month 

at 5pm in the Media Center.  We welcome the public to attend and see 
what we are all about. 
  

Anne Vickers 
SAC Chair 

 


